






• Children are taught to read by breaking down 
words into separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They 
are then taught how to blend these sounds 
together to read the whole word. 

• Children have a 20 mins phonics lesson each day 
at their level. They are encouraged to use these 
strategies to read and write in other lessons. 

Blending/
Reading

Segmenting/
Spelling

c-a-t



Learning phonics is crucial for your child to 
be a good reader and writer.





• Nursery rhymes, songs, action rhymes.

• Add sound effects to stories.

• Music and movement: rhythm, guess 
the instrument.

• Talking about sounds: listening walks, 
loud/soft, high/low,silly noises.

• Speaking & listening: silly sentences 
“Happy Harry hops”, mimics, animal 
sounds.











Children will learn their first 19 phonemes:  
Set 1:  s  a  t  p       Set 2:  i   n   m  d

Set 3:  g  o  c  k      Set 4: ck (as in duck)  e  u  r

Set 5:  h   b  l   f  ff (as in puff)   ll (as in hill)     
ss (as in hiss)

They will use these phonemes to read and spell simple 
“consonant-vowel-consonant” (CVC) words:  

sat, tap, dig, duck, rug, puff, hill, hiss



• Children will learn another 26 phonemes:  
j v w x 

y z zz qu

ch sh th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow oi ear 
air ure er

• Letter names of the alphabet

• Use phase 2 and 3 phonemes to read and spell words    such as: chip, 
fish, rain, goat, night



• No new phonemes in this phase. Children 
consolidate all they have learnt. 

• Learn to read and spell longer words; 
cream, burnt, trust, spend, 

• 2 syllable words; lunchbox, desktop



Further graphemes for reading 

ay  ou ie ea oy ir ue aw  wh ph ew

oe au  a-e  i-e  e-e  o-e  u-e

Alternative pronunciations for graphemes
Eg.      g     goat or  giant

c     cat   or  circle







• Read, read, read

• Reading books will be changed Tuesdays and Thursdays

• Use ‘chopping arm’ to chop up the words your child is 
struggling with.

• Ask your child questions about what they have read. Do they 
understand the story?

• Homework eg. letter formation sheets,
CVC words, topic related or maths. Will be sent out 
on Fridays, please return to school by following 
Thursday.

If you’re unsure about anything please 
come in and ask.



•Your child brought a letter home about our wonderful new 
books! Please support your child to look after our school 
reading books.

•Listen and support your child with their reading at least 3 
times through the week.

•Sign their reading record each time.

•Your child should bring their book bag into school everyday.

How to be a reading 
star








